[APYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring :
Translation :

For citation :

<http://www.ehw.qgr/l.aspx?id=10347>

Summary :

The defeat of the Arabs during the siege of Constantinople in 678 weakened the Arab state. At the same time, the Byzantines counterattacked in
Syriaand Lebanon. The Byzantine victories perturbed Caliph Muwaliyah, who asked for a peace treaty with Emperor Constantine |V. The treaty was
signed in the same year and provided that the Arabs should pay taxes and the Byzantines should put an end to the conflictsin Syriaand Lebanon.

Date
678
Geographical Location

Damascus

1. Historical Framework

Thefirst period of the Arab conquests, which started in 634, ended with the long siege of Constantinople by Muwaliyah ibn
Abi Sufyan in 674-678. With the help of his fleet and the Emperor Constantine IV (668-685) managed to repel the
repeated Arab attacks and save the capital. Although the Byzantines were in defence, they dealt the Arabs heavy blows, especialy
during the last years of the siege. When the Arabs had to retreat to the Propontis in the middle of a storm the last parts of their fleet
were destroyed. At the same time, an Arab army was ambushed and shattered by the Byzantines in Asia Minor. The heavy losses the
Arabs suffered during the conflicts of 674-678 led the caliphate to a domestic crisis. Things were even worse in Syria and Lebanon.
Taking advantage of the difficulties the Arabs were facing, the Byzantines counterattacked. The Mardaites, people of debatable origin
and possibly identified with the Djaradjima reported by Arab sources, occupied the mountains from the mountain range of Amanus as
far asthe outskirts of Jerusalem, and launched raidsin Syria and Lebanon. They soon became very threatening for the Arabs, as their
raids were launched against the very heart of the caliphate. Not being able to confront them successfully, Muwaiyah sent a delegation
to Emperor Constantine in 678 asking for a peace treaty.

2. Presentation and Analysis of the Event

In 678 Caliph Muwaliyah sent envoys to Emperor Constantine IV in order to discuss his propositions about peace between
Byzantines and Arabs. The head Arab representative was the official Phenakes of Byzantine origin, who had also participated in the
negotiations that had led to the peace treaty of 659 between Muwaliyah and Emperor Constans |1 (641-668). The emperor was
sympathetic to the propositions of Muwaliyah about peace and sent the Arab delegation back to Syria accompanied by the

John Pitzigaudes (or Pitzikaudes, or Pitzigaudios), an experienced and prudent state official, according to the sources,* who
was assigned by the emperor to negotiate the terms of the peace treaty. The negotiations were held in the caliph’s court in Damascus
and resulted in a peace treaty signed for a period of thirty years. According to the terms of the treaty, the Arabs had to pay an annual
tax of three thousand of gold (216,000 gold coins) to the Byzantines and also give them fifty slaves and fifty thoroughbred
horses. In return, the Byzantines should suspend any military activities of the Mardaites in Syria and Lebanon. Both sides should also
avoid any armed conflict. The treaty was prepared in two copies attested under oath and exchanged between the two sides. John
Pitzigaudes returned triumphantly to Constantinople carrying diplomatic gifts from the caliph.

3. Consequences

The peace treaty of 678 with the Arabs did not put an end to the Arabo-Byzantine conflicts right away. The successor of Muwaliyah,
Yazid (680-685), had to renew the treaty in 680 or 681, while new terms were included in the next renewal of the treaty between
Cdiph Abd a-Malik and Justinian |1 (685-695, 705-711). The repetition of the terms concerning the Mardaites shows that the latter
were still active, while the Byzantine raids against the Syrian and Phoenician coasts were common and the Arabs were gaining ground
in Byzantine northern Africa. However, broadly speaking, the 678 peace treaty (which actually reversed the situation in favour of the
Byzantines after their victory in Constantinople, which led to the peace treaty) offered some peaceful yearsto Asia Minor during
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which the two sides renewed their efforts. On the other hand, the peace treaty on the Arabo-Byzantine border gave the Byzantine
Empire the opportunity to consolidate its position in the Balkans and Italy, where both Slav and Langobard sovereigns hastened to
subordinate to the power that intercepted the Arab danger.

1. Theophanis Chronographia, ed. de Boor, C., (Leipzig 1883), 355, 15-18: “& néoteihe ob v ad Toi ¢ & v Zupia | mavvny 1o v Tatpikiov, 1 £ mikhnv
TMutlryod d1v, & ¢ & pyotoyeva th ¢ ToAteiog kai  moAvmelpov & vio Koi  ueydAng & vieyduevov ppoviicewc” (he sent to them in Syria patrician John,

who was called Pitzigaudes, because he was originated from the city and had much experience and prudence). Mango, C., Nikephoros, Patriarch of

Constantinople, Short History (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 13, Washington 1990), pp. 34, 24-26.
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Glossary :

caliph
The supreme religious and political authority of Muslims, considered successor of Muhammad (Arabic: khalifa= deputy). He was the head of the
Caliphate, the religious state of the Arabs.
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Greek fire

Incendiary mixture based on crude oil (‘naphtha’), which was launched with the help of a pressure pump. Its used was spread in Byzantium towards
the late 7th century and became one of the most powerful weapons of the Byzantine navy until the invention of canons.
litra (lat. libra)

A unit of weigth varying according to size. The most common was the "logarike litra", established at the time of cosntantine | in 309-310 as the basis
of the monetary system. It was estimated as weighing ca. 324 or 319 g and was dividesinto 72 golden coins (solidi). One hundred litrai made a
kentenarion.

patrikios
(from lat. patricius) Higher title of honour, placed, according to the "Tactika" of the Sth and the 10th centuries, between anthypatos and

protospatharios. It was given to the most important governors and generals. Gradually, however, it fell into disuse and from the 12th
century did not exist any more.
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Quotations
The 678 peace treaty between Byzantium and the Arabs according to the Byzantine historian Nikephoros

“0 B¢ TV LaQAKN VOV BACIAEDS TO TOD 0TOAOL AkoVoAG dLOTUXNUA TIRETBELS amooTéAAeL TROS KwvotavTivov (g oTelodeVog
TEOG AVTOV EML TEAETUATLY EVIAVTIOLS. O dE TOVTOLG de&devog kal Ta INAwBEvTa akniows ovvekmé el avTols Twdvvnv Tov
natelictov, to EnikAny Iitlryatdiov, moAvmepila kat poovijoel diap£povta, ws Ta ETL TN €1Q1 V) dxAexONoOpEVOV” OG TTEOG T TV
Lagaknvav yevopevog 10N cvpupaivel te avTols GPKOLS TNV ELONVNV BEPALWTAUEVOS ML TOLAKOVTA ETETLY, MOTE TAREXeoOat
Pwpaiolg VIO TOV ZAQAKNVOV &AVA €TOG TOTOTNTA XQUOLOU TOEIS XIALADAGS AVIQAS TE ALY HAADTOVS TTeEVTIKOVTA Kal {mmovg
nevt)rovia.”

C. Mango (ed.), Nikephoros, Patriarch of Constantinople, Short History (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 13, Washington, D.C. 1990), pp.
34.21-31.

The 678 peace treaty between Byzantium and the Arabs according to Emperor Constantine VIl Porphyrogenitus

“Totéov, T mEog 1) teAevt) Maviov, tov AgaBwv axnyov, elonABov ot Magdaitat eig tov Alpavov, kait ékpatnoav &To Tov
Mavov 6povg €wg TG aylag MOAEwWS, Kal EXELQWTAVTO TAS TOD ABAVOL TEQLWTAS: kal TOAAOL doDAOL Kat avToXBoveg oG
avToUS KATéEPLYOV, ote dU OALYOoL XeOVOUL €ig MOAAXS XA Lddag YevéoBat Kat tovto pabwv Maviag kat ot cOpovAot avtoy,
epopnrOnoav odpddoa. Kat amootéAdet mpéofels meog tov avtokpatooa Kwvotavtivov (ntwv elpfivnv. Entt tadtn ) moodpaoet
méumetat mad 1ov Paciréws Kwvotavtivov, tov 0000d6Eov, viov 1ob Iwywvatov, Twdavvng o énikAny ITitinkavdnc. Tovtov d¢
kataAafovrog év Zuoig, Maviag édéEato avTov HeTa HeYAANG TIUNG, Kal ouvedwviOn meog apdotégovg Eyyoadov yevéoDat
elonvng ned’ 6oL Adyov €mi oLUPWVOL €TNoLoL TTAKTOL, TtaRéxeoBaL T@ Twv Pwualwv BaoiAel maga twv Ayagnvav xovoiov

(N

XALADAC TOELS KAl AVOQAS Al HAADTOVE @' kal (MTTOVG eVYeVEIG V',

Gy. Moravecsik — R. ]. H. Jenkins (ed.), Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De Administrando Imperio (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 1,
Washington, D.C. 1967), pp- 21.3-16.

The negotiations over the 678 peace treaty according to the Byzantine chronicler Theophanes
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“Tovtw 1@ étet eloNABov Mapdaital eic Tov Aifavov kai ékpdtnoav amd Tod Mavov dgovg éwg Th¢ dylag mMoAewc kal
EXERWDOAVTO TAG TOU ABAVOL TEQLWTIAG. KAt TTOAAOL dODAOL Kol alXAAWTOL kal avTdXO0VES TTROS AVTOVG KATEPLUYOV, WoTE DU
OALyoU XQOVOU &ig TOAAXS XIALAdaG YevéoBaL kal tavta pabwv Maviag kat ot cOppovAot avtov édofrBnoav ocpddoa
ovAAoyoGpevot, 0tLto Pacideov twv Popaiwy 0VTto Beob Gpooveltal. Kat ATTOOTEAAEL TEETPELS TTOOG TOV AVTOKQATOQX
Kwvotavtivov {nt@v eignvnv, DTTOOXOUEVOS KAl ETHOLX TQ PATIAEL TAQEXEY TTAKTA. 0 D¢ PaTIAelE TOVG TOLOVTOVG TTRéTPELS
defapevog kat TV aitnowv avT@V AKNKOWS ATéaTtetde oLV aVTOlS £v Zula Twavvny tov matelkiov, T EmikAny ITitlryavdwy, wg
AQEXALOYEVN TG MOALTEIAG KAl TTOAVTELQOV OVTA KAL LEYAANG AVTEXOUEVOV PQOVI|TEWS, ETTL TO AQUODIWG diaAexOnvaL toig Agat
Kol T TAG €leN VNG ovpdwvNRoaL ToUToL d¢ kataAaBovtog év Zupiq, 6 Maviac 0wevpa TEMOMKWE TV Te aunoaiwy Kol
KOQAOTIVV €DEEATO AVTOV HETA HEYAATG TLUNG. TTOAAQV 00V AvapeTall abt@V elgnvikwv Aex0éviwv Adywv, ouvepwvriOn mEog
éxatépoug éyyoadov yevéoDal eigrvng pned’ 6oxov Adyov Emti cupPVOL ETnotov TtaKkTov, TtaRéxeoBat 1) ‘Pwuaixn moAltela
QA TWV AYaONV@V XQLOIoL XIALAdAGS TOEIS KAl avdoag alxaAwTous V' Kal immovug eVyevels V. tavta ototxn0évta petald twv
dv0o pepV Emi xodvoug A' puAatteoBat mAatelay elgnvnv avapeoov Popaiwv kat Agdfwyv <memoinieVv>. kat TV ToLovTwV
KaBoAk@V dV0 €yyoddPwv AdywVv mEOg AAANAoVE HeD” oKWV YeEYOVOTWY Kal AAAAOLS EMD0OEVTwY, 0 ToAAaxws AexOelg
TAVEVPTLLOG AVT)Q TEOG TOV PaciAéa DTEoTEDE PeTX Kal DWWV TTOAADV.”

C. de Boor (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), pp. 355.6-356.2.

C. de Boor (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), pp. 355.6-356.2.

Chronological Table
674: The Arabs lay siege to Constantinople

678: The Arab forces are defeated in Constantinople and Asia Minor. Peace treaty between Byzantines and Arabs

680 or 681: The new caliph Yazid renews the peace treaty



