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[Mepiinym :

A cholera epidemic which spread from Constantinople (Istanbul) to the region of Smyrna and caused panic in the city in 1848.
Xpovordynon

July-October 1848

I'eoypapikdg Eviomiopog

Smyrna, kaza of Smyrna, sancak of Smyrna, vilayet of Aydin

1. Spread of the epidemic

The cholera epidemic initially came from Trebizond, from where it passed to Istanbul (Constantinople). Then it
appeared at Cesme from a military unit which had come from Constantinople on 1% June 1848; 44 soldiers died in
their camp. From Cesme it gradually reached many villages of the area of Smyrna. Jewish families from Cesme moved
to Bunarbas: (today Pinarbasi), a village near Smyrna, from where the epidemic spread into the city. By the beginning
of July the cholera had reached Kirkagac.

2. The epidemic in Smyrna

In Smyrna the epidemic appeared on 12th July 1848 and lasted until 6t October of the same year. Until the 3rd

September the epidemic was at its peak. From the 3™ until the 18" of September its cases were sporadic.
Approximately 2,000 people died in Smyrna,! mainly women. From the Christian quarters, those of St Dimitrios and
St Aikaterini were more afflicted by the epidemic, since they had narrow streets traversed by streams of filthy water
and low houses which were not well ventilated. The greatest part of the inhabitants found refuge in the nearby villages

and islands.

1. Solomonidis reports that the cholera’ s victims were 1,200 Ottomans (i.e. Muslims), 702 Greek Orthodox, 295 Jews, 125 Europeans and 105
Armenians. See Xolopwvidng, X., H iatpiki oty Zuvpvy: Acklnmieio, oxolés, 1o ypaikikd VOGOKOUELO, EXIONUIES, YNTEIES, YIOTPOGOPIO., YLATPOL,
popuaxeio (Athens 1955), p. 64. Tsakiroglou gives the following numbers concerning the victims: Muslims 900, Orthodox 600, Armenians 40, Catholics
160, Jews 250, in total 1,950. He does not mention the Europeans as a separate category. See Tooxkipoylov, M., Xpovikdv ¢ ev Zudpvn yorepikijc
emonuiag (Smyrna 1893), p. 15.
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[TopaBépata

Cholera epidemic in the region of Smyrna, early August 1848

«DOBog, mavios akoAoLOEL DKWV €K TNG TMOAEWG €1G TA TAQAKELLEVA XWOLA KOL TAG VIJOOUS HEYA LEQOG TWV KATOKWY TNG
Zuvpvne. Zuvoikiat Tvég épetvav aAndwg keval kat mavranaoty égnuot. Eav magaaAwpev tov wg éyyota aglOpdv twv and
XOA£€0aG ATOTELTOV EQNILIAY TWV ODWV, TNV OTIOLAV TAQETIQTOAUEV OL HEVAVTEG, OPEIAOUEV VA OLLOAOYT|OWLLEV OTL TOOLLOG, U1
avAAOYOg TQOC TNV €K TNE VOOOUL Yevouévny Ooavoty, undé mog v dAAote Lo Twv Lpvevaiwv emdetyOeioav yevvaidtntay,
exvpievoe péya néog Tov MANOLoUOL».

ZoAopwvidng, X., H watpikn ot Zuvpvn. AokAnmieia, o)oAéc, T0 ypatkiko voookoueio, EMONULES, YNTELES, YIATPOTOPI, YIATPOL, Papuakeia
(Athens 1955), p. 64.



