IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring :
Translation :

For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=11589>

Summary :

The Rallisfamily, originating from Chios, is probably the most prominent Greek merchant family during the 19t century. Its members located in
Britain, Trieste, Odessa and Constantinople (Istanbul), where they dominated the grain trade between the ports of the Black Seaand Western
Europe. Since the middle of the 19" century, the Rallis house gradually withdrew from the Mediterranean and the Black Sea markets and expanded
its business to Southern Asiaand America.

Other Names

Raul, Radul

Date and Place of Birth

The activity of the Ralli family beginsin Smyrna during the early 19" century.
Main Role

Merchants, ship-owners

1. Origin — Genoese period

The Rallis house has deep historical roots, as do several Chiot families. They are recorded for the first timein the 161" century,
athough their location in Chiosis estimated about one century earlier.! This estimation concurs with an available record on a certain
Niccolo Ralli, who had developed commercial activity between Chios and Perain Constantinople (Istanbul) around 1450.2

It is quite interesting, though, that another, prior reference to the name Rallis is recorded as early as the 11t century: a certain Raoul

or Radoul is mentioned in 1081 as a delegate of Robert Guiscard to Constantinople and the court of Emperor Alexios Comnenos.®
Consequently, it is quite possible that the family re-located from Constantinople to Chios, as was the case for most of theisland’s
nobility. Furthermore, their settlement in the areas Aplotaria and Atsiki, also corroborates the theory of their later arrival in Chiosin
comparison to older noble families, who traditionally inhabited Kastro and Egremos4

2. TheRallishouse

Even though the Rallis house was included anong the most powerful Chiot families during the Ottoman period,® it appears more
assertive from the end of the 18t century onwards, with the ascent of world trade and the diaspora of Greek merchants to Western
Europe, the Black Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean. The case of the Rallis family diffusion and the co-operation between its
members, located in the various commercial and maritime centres of the time, is regarded as the paradigm of what was called

" the theory behind this model is apparently built and epitomised on the Rallis.®

The specific genealogical branch of this multitudinous family,” which created the financial empire known as “Ralli Brothers”, derives
from the line of Stephanos Rallis and Marietta Mavrokordatos, daughter of Pantelis; the couple probably lived from the late 171 to
the mid-18th century, if it istaken into consideration that out of their six children (Eleni, Zannis, Ambrousis, Marietta, Georgios and
Stratis), first-born Eleni came in 1722 and the baby of the family, Stratis, was born in 1741.8 The eldest son Zannis, born in 1724,
was married to Ploumou Skaramangas in 1754 and had seven children: Stephanos, Petros, Dimitrios, Argyro, Loula, Marouko and
Pandias. Form the first-born Stephanos (1755-24/3/1827) and Loula (loulia), (2/12/1768-Constantinople, 4/10/1848), daughter of
Avgoustis Sekiaris and Virginia Ralli, who were married in 1784, originated the first generation of “Ralli Brothers”. Those were Zannis
(3/11/1785-Paris, 8/10/1859), Avgoustis (10/1/1792-18/4/1878), Pandias (1793-London, 9/7/1865), Thomas (Tomazis),
(10/1798-London, 20/10/1858) and Stratis (22/4/1800-L ondon, 1/9/1884). The couple aso gave hirth to four daughters: Ploumou
(1790-Marseille, 10/5/1867), married to Alexander Rallis son of Antonios, Vierou (30/12/1801-London, 17/9/1885), married to
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Kozis Agelastos, Argyro, married to Emmanuil Psyakis (1803-1881), and Marigo (20/10/1806-23/3/1891), married to Petros
Skylitsis.?

3. Expansion of the“Ralli Bros’ company

The company’s expansion to the great commercial centres of Europe and the East followed the usua path of all the great merchant

businesses of the time, focusing on places of most commercial interest. Thus, they started off around the beginning of the 19" century
from Smyrna, great commercial centre of transaction between the Ottoman Empire and the West and basis for Chiot merchants as

early asthe 18t century.10 That is where first-born Zannis appears to have located during the late 1810s and where the “Rallis,
Sekiaris and Argentis’ company was founded. Around the same time, in 1814, another establishment is recorded in Malta called

“Branch office of the Zannis Rallis & Co in Malta”.1! According to other sources Zannis Rallis started off in 1805 from Livorno,
where his father’s business was located, 12 while the historian Gelina Harlaftis estimates the foundation of that specific facility in

1817.13 1t isindisputable that during the first half of the 19th century Livorno was the main transit port in the Mediterranean (mainly in
grain trade), as away station for products between the Eastern Mediterranean and the West, principally Britain. Consequently, it was

only natural that the interest of many Greek — chiefly Chiot — merchant houses was attracted, resulting in their location there.1

The house’s dependence on the British market, however, quickly made Zannis and Stratis found a new establishment on Bond Street,
London, in 1818.1° In 1826 they re-located to the celebrated Finsbury Circus (that consequently became the headquarters for many
Greek companies), where they remained until the end of the house's long entrepreneurial activity terminated in 1961.16 In the same
year 1826, Pandias, the man destined to become the leading personage within the company and to contribute greatly to its vast
expansion, also arrived in London probably from Marseille. Named the “Zeus” of the Greek community in London, he also served as
the first ever consul of the Greek state there.1” The London facility wasinitially named “Ralli & Petrokokkinos”, asit is referred to by
London guides since 1823.18 On a diagram of Greek businesses located in Finsbury Circus around 1839, the names “Ralli Antonio &
Company”, “Ralli Pandia Theodore”, “Ralli & Mavroyanni”, “Ralli Karati” and the neighouring — and probably tantamount according
to the diagram — “Ralli Bros” xou “Ralli Pandia Greek Consul”, appear among others. 1

4, TheRalli housein Odessa

Along with Pandias’ presence in London, the arrival of Zannisin Odessa was aso alandmark in the development of the Ralli
company. Odessa was the place where, not accidentally, all representatives of the leading Greek entrepreneurial houses that would
dominate the Black Seagrain trade, such as Theodore Rodokanakis, Spyridon Mavros, Constantine Pappoudof and Alexander
Zarifis, located since the beginning of the 1820s.2° Moreover, in 1827 Stratis settles in Manchester in order to involve himself in textile
commerce, Tomazis (Thomas) directs the Constantinople and Trebizond establishments through the company “Thomasis Ralli & Co”,
while Avgoustis since 1834 manages the Marseille business under the name “Ralli, Skylitsis & Argentis’, originally named “Skylitsi-
Argentis & Co” and founded in 1816. In addition, the “Petros Skylitsis & Co”, run by the husband of their youngest sister Marigo,
operated from Liverpool also in the interest of the “Ralli Bros™. Furthermore, in Taganrog and Rostov the Ralli house was represented

by the Skaramangas family, in Taurida by the “Ralli & Agelastos” company and in Rest by Petros P. Rallis.?!

The Odessa office, managed by Zannis Rallis, was one of the most successful grain export houses in town. As early as 1826-1827,
the establishment was included among the most significant Odessa exporters, both Greek and non-Greek. Specificaly, it ranked just
below the older merchant houses of Zaharov, Magoulas, Kouppas and the newcomer Mavros, its gross profits reaching 514,337
roubles. 22 The Ralli Bros, along with the Pappoudof, Rodokanakis, Zarifis and Mavros houses between 1833 and 1860 handled up
to 62% of the externa trade carried out by Greek merchantsin Odessa and 26% of commerce in total. The Pappoudof,
Rodokanakis and Ralli establishments, especially, comprised the “hard core” players, handling 51% of the external trade carried out
by Greek merchants and 21% of commercein total. Altogether, the Ralli house during the aforementioned period exported goods
worth 33,487,895 roubles in total, only second in revenue after the Rodokanakis family.23 The Odessa office, however, did not

confine its entrepreneurial activity to just grain, but expanded in animal fat, flax seed, silk and cotton exports,?* a decision that proved
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crucia in the future for the stability and salvation of the company, when the grain trade crashed and many commercial houses strictly
depending on it went bankrupt.2> The house’s domination in the export of the aforementioned goods is also confirmed by data
between 1841 and 1845. During that period “Ralli Bros” appear to have handled almost 35% of the grain and flax seed exports
among Greek merchants and 10.5% of the total exports from Odessa to Britain. Concerning the animal fat and wool exports towards
the same country the house was also dominant carrying out almost 91% of the exports among Greek merchants and 27% of total
exports. 28 Furthermore, the Marseille establishment, named “Rallis, Skylitsis & Argentis”, imported great quantities of grain from the
Black Sea and ranked third following the Rodokanakis and Zizinias houses in 1840.27

5.“Ralli Bros’ activity during the second half of the 19th century

The Ralli merchant house, which distinguished itself from the other Greek businesses in entrepreneurial conduct, was transformed to a
company of worldwide range by adjusting to the fluctuating financial circumstances. This transformation is apparent from their
expansion into overseas markets, a choice that strays from the usual involvement in grain trade and coincidental profiteering. The Ralli
brothers established office branches in Calcutta (1851), Bombay (1861) and New Y ork (1871), while withdrawing themselves from
the gradually unprofitable markets of Persia and the Ottoman Empire.?8 The deaths of leading Pandias in 1865, as well as Zannisin
1859 (in Odessa), however, brought about changes in management and readjustments with regard to the company’s goals. In that
context, the Black Sea grain trade was handed over to the business associate Skaramangas. After the Crimean War crisis, the Black
Sea commerce was starting to come into the hands of Jewish merchants, afact that forced the Greeks into retreat. 2% Within the
concept of reorganising the company, the cousins loannis, son of Stratis, and Stephanos, son of Avgoustis, undertook the
management of the Marseille establishment. The latter proved to be a pillar for the business until his passing in 1902. Then Loukas
Stratis, loannis' younger brother, took over and directed the company until his death in 1931.

6. “Ralli Bros’ and shipping

For the Ralli house initially, as well as for most merchants of the time, shipping was just a supplementary activity aiming to better
accommodate the transport of goods, and not a self-contained activity, as it would evolve with the transition to ship-owning during the

second half of the 191" century. Even so, the family owned several sailing ships, usually of great tonnage, such as “St Francis’, a
barque with a tonnage of 500 built in 1849 in Waterford and possibly owned by Pandias Ralli. Also owned by the Ralli brothers and
probably managed by Zannis was “Stephanis’, a brig with a 497 tonnage built in 1840 in Odessa, as well as the brigs “Panagia
Myrtidiotissa” (tonnage 327) and “Artemis’ (tonnage 133), built in Syrosin 1868 and 1867 respectively and registered in
Constantinople. Both were owned by Staphanos Ralli of Odessa, son of Zannis.2? “Lykourgos’ (314 tonnage) and “Nea Phani” (94
tonnage), registered in Marseille, are also recorded and owned by the “Rallis, Skylitsis & Argentis” office.3: Avgitidis also mentions
that Zannis Rallis owned the sailers “Victoria’, “St Alexander” and “St Nicholas”, without providing further information though.?

7. Thefamily’s social status

The specid place and the significance of the Rallis family financial activities are indicated by the distinguished status some of its
members held in the financia, political and social life of the areas they inhabited. In London, specifically, the Rallis family enjoyed a
prominent position in probably the leading financial institution with regard to the grain world trade, but also other products, the

. Pandias was a member of the institution’s directorate since 1854, while in 1857, when the Baltic Coffee House developed
into the Baltic Co. Ltd, among the 37 Greek members the following were included: the brothers Ambrousis and Pandias, sons of
Theodoros Rallis (who was decapitated in the Chios massacre), son of Stratis, who was the younger brother of Zannis, from whom
the “Ralli Bros” branch of the family hails. Also included were Pandias Rallis, son of Alexandros, descendant of a different branch of
the family which appeared in the middle of the 18t century and headed by Theodoros Rallis, and Ephstratios Rallis, probably the fifth
of the “Ralli Brothers”.33 Furthermore, in a list containing the names of Greeks who were members of the Baltic House in 1886, 8
members of the Rallis family are recorded, the highest number of representatives from any other Greek family.3*

Similar was the position the family held in Odessa. Following the Maraslis and Rodokanakis families, who owned 20 and 18 buildings
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respectively, the Rallis family owned 17 buildings in town.3® Moreover, Stephanos, son of Zannis, ranked first among the list of Greek
estate owners in town with a property amounting to 539,500 roubles.3 Furthermore, Zannis Rallis served as the USA consul in
Odessa from 1832 until his death in 1859, as well as vice-president to the Commercial Chamber, while his son Stephanos became
Justice of Peace and a state counselor in 1881.3” However, after Zannis' passing and the detachment of the London office from the
Odessa establishment, a different period began for the Ralli house in the Black Sea area. Because of the transformed financial
circumstances, Stephanos turned to other entrepreneuria activities, as did many other descendants of the Greek diaspora grand
merchant families, such as real-estate, landed property and the iron industry.2

Stephanos was married twice, to Eleni Giannopoulou in 1841 and to Marie Epités, whom he wedded in Odessa on April 301", 1850.
He had two sons from hisfirst wife, both of whom passed away at their thirties. From his second marriage he had 2 sons and 5
daughters. His youngest son Pierre became an officer of the Russian Imperial Guard and was married to the Russian lady Maria
Kourovsky, while his oldest son Pavlos also had a Russian wife, Ekaterina Pavlovna Timachenko. After Pavlos' death in 1911 the

presence of the Ralli house in Odessa was terminated.3?
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Glossary :
Baltic Exchange House

The Baltic Exchange House was founded in 1823 as "Baltic Coffee House" and soon became the most important market for the purchase
of cargoes in London. Its aim was to restrict the number of the traders and protect its 300 members from speculators. A significant
number of its members were Greek.

Chian network
The network was comprised by the Greek merchants who were active commercialy in the Black Sea, in the Mediterranean and in
Western Europe during the period 1830-1860. The most important merchants originated from the island of Chios and very often were
connected with kinship ties. These merchants combined trade with shipping and their companies were characterised by discipline
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and cohesion. The most important families were those of Rodokanakis, Zizinias, Rallis, Dromokaitis, Petrokokkinos, Agelastos. The
network's importance declined with the changes in Black Sea trade after the Crimean War (1853-1856), in connection with the
technological changes in sea transport.



